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Technological progress has completely changed the way we live and think. The power of technology in education is becoming more and more evident as technological progress increases its rewards to education. Everyone regardless of ethnic, gender, economic situation or learning potential, should have equal learning opportunities (UOP, 2002, p. 29). Yet, integrating educational technology into the school environments may be causing a rift among students. This paper will focus on critical issues relating to equity in educational technology in the early 21st century. 
The term 'digital divide' no longer describes the gap between those who have access to information technologies such as the Internet, and those who do not. It now refers to "the way computers are used to educate children" (Meyer, 2003). According to the Israeli Director General of the Ministry of Communication, 50% of the 1.9 million households in Israel have Internet access and the numbers are rising (Olenik, 2003). The Ministry of Communication has set its goal to "help narrow significantly the digital divide within the country" (Olenik, 2003) by setting up community centers, distance learning facilities and a national digital library. It will "provide disadvantaged neighborhoods and youth from peripheral areas with the opportunity to take an active part in the information highway" (Olenik, 2003). Engaging learners and teachers on how to use technology to enhance learning will help bridge the digital divide. 
It is one thing to provide the equipment, but quite another to use it effectively to increase learning. It is important to give every school the same "technical support [and] training on how to use technology to enhance learning" (Meyer, 2003). There must be equal opportunities for all students regardless of their socio economic situation, gender or cultural background (UOP, 2002, p. 29). All students must "benefit equally from the technology available in schools whether they are low achievers and high achievers, minority and white children, girls and boys, well-to-do and poor youngsters" (Meyer, 2003). 
On going support for students must be available both during and after school. Community centers can facilitate learning by having trained teachers provide continuous learning support in the afternoon and evenings. It is not enough to have "advanced technology thrust into people's hands with little preparation" (Warschauer, 2002) on how to use the programs. Trained teachers have a very important role in narrowing the digital divide. They must be available to help students, who are at a disadvantage, with their learning after school. 
The digital divide will not disappear unless more time goes into planning after school programs on how to use technology in an "effective and participatory [way so that] ownership" (Gurstein, 2003) will develop for the use of the equipment.  Engaging and meaningful interaction with technology will help motivate learners. Students need a reason to use computers. It may not be as obvious to some as it may be to others. Teachers can develop relevant activities so that the whole community and family members can collaborate on meaningful "participatory action" (Gurstein, 2003) as they learn to use the technology available in their community centers. This kind of real life interaction with computers can help the community members learn to trust and enjoy the benefits of using technology for learning.
Public libraries can also serve to training the community on how to use technology. "Some [libraries] have recruited and trained [community members] to work as volunteers or as paid computer aids" (Light, 2000) to help bridge the digital gap. Creatively finding ways of bringing the community closer to technology is an excellent way to enhance learning.
Community projects such as publishing a neighborhood newsletter, or building a web site, can bring a people narrow the gap and bring people closer together. "Empowering whole communities to create and publish the content relevant and meaningful [projects will generate] strong partnership among public libraries, community technology centers, youth agencies and volunteers" (Light, 2000). 
Getting people to go online in public libraries or in community centers is not always easy. There are "barriers that prevent people [from] going online" (Rogers, 2003). A massive campaign can encourage the public to come and find out the benefits of the Internet and computers.

Bridging the gap is a very challenging and worthwhile endeavor. Human resource training and on going support on the use of technology will bring the community closer together to help bridge the gap between those who have and those who do not have computer access.

References

Executive Summary. (2001, May 10). The new divides. Education Week on the Web. Retrieved July 1, 2004, from  http://www.edweek.org/sreports/tc01/
Gurstein, M. (2003). Effective use, local innovation and participatory design. First Monday. Retrieved July 9, 2004, from http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue8_12/gurstein/index.html
Light, J. E. (2000). Bridging the digital divide. .Retrieved July 7, 2004, from http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2000/virtualvillages/story/essays/light/
Meyer, L. (2003, June 18). Digital divide. Education Week on the Web. Retrieved July 1, 2004, from http://www.edweek.org/context/topics/issuespage.cfm?id=48
Olenik, U. (2003, October). Public Internet access: The Israeli case: Operations and industry. Retrieved July 12, 2004, from http://www.moc.gov.il/new/documents/lect_acrobat_19.10.03.pdf
Rogers, J. (2003, June 18). Spanning the digital divide. Computer Weekly Com. Retrieved July 14, 2004, from http://www.computerweekly.com/Article122566.htm
University of Phoenix (Ed.). (2002). Integrating Educational Technology into Teaching [University of Phoenix Custom Edition]. Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing.
Warschauer, M. (2002). Reconceptualizing the digital divide. First Monday. Retrieved July 11, 2004, from http://www.firstmonday.dk/issues/issue7_7/warschauer/#w4






