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The Last Spin: A WebQuest on Teenage Gangs
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Subject Area: English and Literature
Grade Level: 10

Lesson Summary
Teen violence is on the rise. Many youngsters are joining street gangs. 

Students will learn about street gangs and answer the following questions:

1. What are teenage street gangs? 

2. How do street gangs solve their problems? 

3. What are some Violent and non-violent ways of solving problems?

4. How can schools help?

5. How can parents help?

6. How can friends help?

The student will take the roles of reporters for a national teen magazine to

to find out why a teenager called Danny committed 

suicide. The students' mission as a team is to cover the story from four 

angles. Each reporter will concentrate on one aspect of the story. After 

each reporter has collected the information, the team will collaborate and 

write a report that combines the separate reports

into one clear picture of what happened to Danny. The team will decide which 

people in Danny's life might have had the 

best chance to save him: his parents, school, girl friend, or friends. The 

team will present their findings on teenage street gangs to 

the editor of the paper.



Learning Objectives and Computer Functions
The lesson plan uses Cognitive objectives.

1. Students will conduct research on the subject of teenage street gangs, learn how they function and how they attempt to solve their problems by violence.
A. Use the Internet to get information about street gangs 
B. Use Search Engines to find relevant websites on the subject
C. Use Word Processing to write the information
D. Use Search Engines to find news stories on teenage street gangs

2. Students will learn about preventive programs by the community, schools and other organizations
A. Use the Internet to get the facts
B. Use Search Engines to find specific programs
C. Use Word Processing to write the report

3. Students will learn what schools are doing about the problem of teen gangs.
A. Use the Internet to get the information
B. Use Search Engines to find specific programs about what schools are doing
C. Use Word Processing to write the report

4. Students will find out what parents can do to prevent teens from joining street gangs.
A. Use the Internet to get the information
B. Use Search Engines to find out what parents are doing
C. Use Word Processing to write the report

Problem
Problem Nature
Many teens are joining street gangs. 

Problem Data
given 
Notes on Using Data
Students can use the websites provided or search for their own resources. 

Problem Statement
Find out why teenagers are joining street gangs. 

Data Manipulation
Instructions
The learner used computers at advanced level

Integration Strategies
Interview parents, youngsters and schools whose members belong to street gangs. 

Organization Strategies
Divide the tasks among the team members. 

Elaboration Strategies
Present a preventive plan that can be used by a school 
Write a newspaper report on your findings. 

Results Presentation
Write a newspaper report

Make a poster advertising your preventive plan by inviting members to join

Build a webpage for the topic of teenage street gangs, explaining what it is, giving examples from real life and suggesting ways of preventing it.

Present the final project in a PowerPoint presentation or in a creative way by acting it out in a play, dance or in an plastic art form. 

Activities
Activities Before Using the Computer
Form groups by finding out who has similar interests and computer literacy

Strategies to develop students' attitudes towards the problem, motivation, and overall mindfulness:
Find out what students think about the problem and how they would like to tackle it. 

Activities While Using the Computer
Students will work at the computer groups 

Group Information:
Reporter 1: 

One team member will check for background information on teen gangs and write a profile of Danny based on their findings.
Reporter 2: 

One student will check the schools for information on how they deal with teen gangs: The student will write a program on how to prevent and deal with the issue of teenage gangs.

Reporter 3: 

One of the students will speak to Danny's parents and write an interview with his parents based on findings on parental involvement or lack of it. How can parents help? Student will record the conversation or film it using video.

Reporter 4: 

One student will speak to Danny's girlfriend and write the interview. 

Can friends help? Could she have prevented Danny from belonging to the gang? What could she have done? The student may record the conversation or film it using video.

Activities After Using the Computer
Meet collaboratively and discuss how they are going to present their final project. Work on the play, dance or art work presentation. 

Supporting Activities
They can interview peers and find out how others feel about the subject of teenage street gangs. They can organize their work or read and summarize printed material to share with the other members of the team.

Assessment
Students will be assessed by means of:

· Portfolio 

· Performance 

· Presentation 

Included in the assessment:
Each team will be evaluated for individual and team effort. 

The grading system for the project is outlined in the evaluation rubrics: 25 points for the individual writing report, 50 for the 

final team writing report and 25 points for the team presentation.

Reflection

Reflect on the WebQuest. 

Students will write a team summary and fill in the individual feedback form with their comments and feedback on the on 

the WebQuest project.
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